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POLICE URGE RESIDENTS TO BE VIGILANT AS THEY INVESTIGATE 

INCIDENTS OF A MAN GRABBING WOMEN 
 

Police are urging residents to be vigilant after two women reported being grabbed by a man 
and a third reported that a man attempted to grab her. Additional police officers have been 
drafted in to patrol the borough, as the incidents are investigated. 
 
The three incidents happened at various times on Saturday 4 June, Saturday 18 June and Sunday 19 June 
2011. They happened near the river in Twickenham, Kew and Barnes.  
 
In the first two incidents a man grabbed the victims from behind. Both were able to free themselves and run off.  
 
In the third incident, a man jumped out from a bush and tried but failed to grab a woman who was wearing 
headphones while jogging.  
 
The man is described as being white, aged between 25 and 35, around 6ft tall, with short hair.  
 

DI John Freeman of Richmond upon Thames CID said, “We are asking residents − particularly women − to be 
very vigilant when out. Be aware of your surroundings and who is around you. It’s advisable to do this in any 
case but these incidents are an extra reminder to show caution. 
 
Residents should be reassured that we are taking these incidents very seriously and doing our utmost to find the 
man responsible.  
 
We are pursuing several lines of investigation including carrying out a forensic analysis of items touched by the 
man during the incidents.  
 
We have drafted in additional uniform and plainclothes officers to patrol the areas, particularly the areas 
immediately surrounding the river, and the Safer Neighbourhoods Teams have been tasked to pay particular 
attention to the areas surrounding the river when patrolling. 
 
If you are approached by someone who you are suspicious of, do not engage them in any way. Quickly move to 
a safe place, somewhere where there are other people around, and call the police.” 
 
For emergencies, call 999. For non-emergencies call 0300 123 1212.  
 
Anyone with information relating to the incidents described should call Richmond upon Thames CID on 020 8247 
7032. 
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